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P
aul Au places 
Creedence Clearwa-
ter Revival’s album 
Cosmo’s Factory on 
his dusty Technics 
SL-1200MK2 
turntable in his 
cramped flat in 
Sham Shui Po. His 

eyes are closed as the opening guitar riff 
to “Ramble Tamble” fills the room. “Listen 
to how full the sound is,” he says with a 
proud smile. “This sound can never be 
reproduced on a CD or mp3.” Au then 
proceeds to sing along with the track, 
lost in his own fantastic audio world. But 
there’s no dancing here.  Au just doesn’t 
have the room.

There’s a good reason for that lack of 
space. Au’s 1,000 square foot flat, 
where he eats, lives and sleeps, is also 
filled with 50,000 vinyl records which 
he sells directly out of his home. He also 
has 250,000 more albums stored in 
his Tuen Mun warehouse. To those who 
keep up with the latest trends, it may be 
puzzling why Au spends so much space 
and time on his vinyl collection when 
today’s technology allows for infinitely 

more portable mediums like CDs and 
mp3s. But he represents—albeit to 
an extreme degree—the mindset of a 
diehard audiophile. It’s largely due to 
people like him that vinyl records are still 
around...and are here to stay.

The Vinyl 
Difference

“Vinyl just sounds better,” says Gary 
Ieong, owner of White Noise Records 
in Causeway Bay. “It has a fuller sound 
than CDs.” That’s a sentiment shared 
by most vinyl enthusiasts, which might 
seem absurd considering the technology 
behind vinyl recording is over a century 
old. But the accepted theory is that 
digital audio is compressed for CDs 

(and even more compressed for digital 
files) while analog audio has a lower 
frequency, resulting in what audiophiles 
would call a fuller, warmer sound. 
Studies have shown that the “warmer 
sound” is largely a myth—the differences 
in frequencies are so minimal it cannot 
be picked up by human ears—but many 
artists and diehard music lovers still be-
lieve in the superiority of vinyl over digital 
media. Even Bob Dylan was quoted in 
2004 that modern records are atrocious 
because “there’s no definition of nothing, 
no vocals, no sound. It’s just static.”

There are also alternative viewpoints as 
to why vinyl continues to be held in such 
high esteem today. “Vinyl has become 
something of an antique,” says Mr Wong, 
the owner of Wall of Sound, a used record 
store located in a prime spot near SoHo. 
“It’s not even about the music anymore. 
People buy them to collect, to put on their 
walls.” Even a hardcore sound purist like 
Au concedes that there is a novelty factor 
to owning vinyl. “Choosing your music 
by going through a box of vinyl records, 
looking at all the cover art, blowing off the 
dust and putting the needle on the groove 
makes for a more satisfying experience 

than pressing a button on an iPod,” he 
explains. To meet the continued demand 
of audiophiles, special heavier pressings 
are now made available for select record-
ings. These are generally in the 180-220 
gram range, a far cry from the flimsy 
125 gm pressings that record companies 
started to use during the 80s to cut costs.

But even though sales for vinyl have 
gone up in recent years, it’s still only a 
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small fraction of CD sales. “It’s a niche 
market,” explains Roy Ma, manager 
of the Tsim Sha Tsui branch of Record 
Rendezvous. “About 10% of our sales 
are vinyl.” As a result, stores have to 
make special orders from record com-
panies as the major labels have stopped 
shipping them. “We don’t ship vinyl in 
one big lump because the demand just 
isn’t there,” says Eugene Low, Senior 
Regional Marketing Manager at Warner 
Music. “But we do take special requests 
for certain artists. There are a lot of 
collectors out there, but space is a big 
issue for Hong Kong sized apartments.” 
For some vinyl lovers though, nothing 
will stop them. “Vinyl will never die out,” 
claims Ieong. “People will pay whatever 
for vinyl, because it’s a collector’s item. 
People aren’t willing to pay much for CD 
these days.” 

Yet for every hardcore music purist who 
insists on listening to music “the right 
way”, there are thousands of casual 
music listeners who get most of their 
music fix on headphones, or worse... “It 
annoys me that music is not being heard 
the way it’s meant to be heard nowa-
days,” DJ Adam Freeland told BEATS 
during his visit to the city late last year. 
“People listen to music on their crappy 
laptop speakers and it’s sad.” 

Then again, in some camps, there’s the 
belief that vinyl will outlast both CDs and 
mp3s. “Casual music fans will eventually 
dump CDs for mp3s, it’s just a matter of 
time until CD dies,” claims Au. “But vinyl 
will still be around because the hardcore 
lovers will always stick with vinyl.”

Where To 
Find Vinyl
HMV does indeed have albums at its 
various outlets, but in limited quantities. 
For those looking for obscure and inevita-
bly used releases in good condition, here 

are the best places to search for them...

Old Song Collection
Room 1305B, Sino Center, 580 Nathan 
Road, Mongkok, 9012-9307

Way up on the 13th floor of the Sino 
Center in Mongkok, this is the domain of 
owner Mr. Liu, who has spent several de-
cades collecting vinyl releases. Come here 
for obscure Japanese and Chinese vinyl, 
some selling for as little as 10 dollars.

Paul’s Used Records
Flat D, 5/F, Wai Hong Building, 239 
Cheung Sha Wan Road, Sham Shui Po 
(MTR Exit C1), 9841-7136

With over 50,000 vinyl albums packed 
inside this Sham Shui Po flat, you’ll most 
likely find what you’re looking for here. 
Paul Au carries everything from 60s 
and 70s era rock (his favorite period) to 
classic Cantopop (“The kind you hear 
in Wong Kar Wai movies”, he claims). 
That’s in addition to the 250,000 albums 
stored at his warehouse in Tuen Mun.

Record Rendezvous
Kowloon City Plaza, 128 Carpenter Road
Kowloon City, Kowloon (another branch 
is on Canton Road)

American pop and rock artists on vinyl are 
the specialty acts at these locations. This 
is where Japanese record junkies come 
to search for a lot of 60s and 70s acts. 
“About five to 10 percent of our sales are 
on vinyl,” estimates manager Roy Ma.

Time Traveller
B07, Emperor Group Center, 288 Hen-
nessey Road, Wanchai, 2574-3773

One of the most popular places in the 
city for vintage Chinese vinyl. The outlet 
specializes in second hand Chinese 
(Cantonese and Mandarin) pop oldies.

Trinity Records 
Shop 108, 1st Floor, Richmond Shop-
ping Centre, 109 Argyle Street, Mongkok, 
2383-2801

It may have a small selection, but for 
death metal fans, this is the place to go. 

Walls of Sound
3/F 38 Cochrane Street, Central, 
2805-1584

A good selection of jazz on vinyl can be 
found here, since it’s owner Mr. Wong’s 
forte. But there are classic rock and 
Hong Kong oldies available as well. “A 
lot of DJs and hip hop heads come to 
buy vinyl,” Mr Wong claims. 

White Noise Records
1/F, 4 Canal Road East, Causeway Bay, 
2591-0499

Locate hard-to-find indie releases at this 

cozy hideaway located next to the Canal 
Road flyover in Causeway Bay. Most 
vinyl albums cost $100 to $130. “I sell 
mostly 60s and 70s reissue vinyl,” says 
owner Gary Ieong. “The most popular 
items are probably my 60s and 70s 
psychedelic collection.”

HK’s Rarest 
Records
“Oh my...I have so many! But I think the 
one I treasure the most is a record called 
“Xiang Gong”. It’s a compilation of Hong 
Kong artists and happens to be one of 
the earliest recordings of local rock band 
Beyond.”—Paul Au, Paul’s Used Records

“The rarest record here would be my 
Rolling Stone album with a hologram 
cover (Satanic Majesties’ Request).”—Mr 
Wong, Walls Of Sound
“The rarest vinyl in this store is The Best 
of the Lum Col Con Pix. It’s a collector’s 
item!”—Gary Ieong, White Noise Records

“You can find an original Teresa Teng LP 
here.”—Mr. Wong, Time Traveller

TIPS FROM THE SELF PRO-
CLAIMED “VINYL HERO”...
Paul Au of Paul’s Used Records argu-
ably has more albums than anybody 
else in the city. Here’s how he gets the 
best sound out of them...

“I estimate each vinyl record has about 
600 premium plays before the quality 
drops off a bit. For those buying used 
records, I suggest cleaning it each time 
for the best sound. But forget all those 
fancy cleaners and fluids. Just put the 
record on and spray water on it as it 
is spinning. You’ll hear the difference 
immediately, and the needle will actu-
ally clean all the dirt and dust off the 
grooves as it’s spinning.”


